
 
 
 
 

           Halloween 
          Lucas Destefanis 

  

Horrifying time of year!  

Awesome way to get candy! 

Lots of people dress up for Halloween!  

Loads of fun for everyone!  

October is the month for spookiness! 

Wear a smile on your face! 

Every Halloween my house is ghostly!  

Eerie night, skeletons and spiders! 

Now it's time to trick or treat, BOO! 

 

    Book Review 

   Echo, by Pam Munoz Ryan 
              Nathaniel Hwang 

 

I just recently read the book Echo, by Pam 

Munoz Ryan as part of the fifth-grade 

reading challenge. I really loved this book.  

Pam Ryan just keeps on drawing you deeper 

into the book. It was really hard to put the 

book down. In the beginning of Echo, Pam 

tells the reader about the prophecy and Otto. 

The story moves on to talk about Friedrich 

in Germany in the times of the Nazi who 

will try to save his father. It moves on to 

Mike, who struggles to stay with his brother 

as an orphan in Pennsylvania. It ends with 

Ivy in California with the problem of 

holding the family together. All of the 

characters use the same harmonica in their 

lives, and get drawn into the land of the 

harmonica. They all learn to play, and in the 

end fate does its work. I think Echo is a 

great book and I would like to encourage 

you all to read it. This is one of the best 

books I have ever read.  
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An Interview with  
Third Grade Teacher  

Ms. Capuano 
Hannah Manasse & Serena Ke 

 

Q. Do you like being a teacher at Seely 

Place?  

A. I LOVE teaching at Seely Place and 

seeing my former students. 

 

Q. How long have you been teaching at 

Seely? 

A. 18 years. I have taught 5th grade for 16 

years and 3rd grade for 2 years. 

 

Q. What did you do before you were a 

teacher? 

A. I was a police officer. I worked as a 

Deputy Sheriff for Hillsborough County.   

 

Q. What is your favorite book? Why? 

A. One of my favorite books is A Wrinkle in 

Time. It is imaginative and how Meg and 

Charles Wallace change. 

 

Q If you had a wish, what would you wish 

for? 

A. I would wish for a million dollars so I 

could fulfill my wishes with a million 

dollars. 

 

Q. Do you have a favorite TV show or 

movie?  

A. My favorite movie is the Harry Potter 

series.  

 

Q. What is your favorite food? Where do 

you get it? 

A. I love to eat someone else's cooking. 
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Q. What is your favorite animal? Where did 

you see it that made you interested in it? 

A. A Chinchilla because it is soft and furry. 

I saw one at a birthday party. 

 

Q. Do you like the Magic T.V.?   

A. It is an exciting but challenging piece of 

technology. 

 

Q. Do you have a favorite color? 

A. Blue, because it makes me happy. 

 

Q. What were you for Halloween in 2017？ 

A. I was a zebra.  

 

Q. What did you do during Halloween? 

A. I went to a Halloween party. 

 

CHOCOLATE 
Zachary Dennison & Olivia Abramowitz 

 

One day there were three kids; who never 

had any interest in trying chocolate. Their 

names were Olivia, Zach, and Sabina. One 

day their teacher did an experiment with 

chocolate then Olivia tried chocolate and 

when the chocolate touched Olivia’s mouth 

it turned mutant. And then the three kids 

were on a chase, a chocolate chase! Then the 

three kids got out of school while their 

teacher was yelling at them and then the 

three kids started to sing a song, a chocolate 

song. Then Sabina said, “Why don’t we just 

eat him or her?” Then Sabina roughly 

grabbed the chocolate and she turned into a 

chocolate statue! Then Zach tried biting of 

Sabina's hair because it was chocolate and 

he turned into a chocolate statue too. Then 

Olivia thought it was a very awkward 

position. Then Olivia thought that if she put 

on gloves she could touch the chocolate and 

that's what she did! Olivia finally got the 

chocolate! 

COMING TO THEATERS SOON! 

 

 

 

           Candyland 
                  Naa Larsey-Adjei 

 

“Valerie”! “Give it back”! I yelled. The 

sparkly gold encrusted deck of cards swept 

the whole floor. “No!” she yelled. “You 

really believe that place is a real place?” 

Candyland, that’s what she was talking 

about. It was from the game Blue Sky. It 

was made by Mr. Lemon, the famous 

librarian. I’ll tell you more in a second. 

Braden Thompson was a regular eighth 

grader at Riverside middle school. It was a 

regular day on Monday morning. 
 His friends were Michael and Josh. They 

were all talking about Candyland. “Do you 

think it’s real?” asked Josh. “Probably not.” 

All of a sudden there was a daze of 

sleepiness in the air. Everybody fell asleep 

in a second.  Even Braden. 

 All of a sudden there were lollipops 

everywhere. Candy and gummies and 

everything. Where were Josh and Michael? 

” Help! Somebody help! ” Braden ran. He 

didn’t want his friends to get hurt. He 

spotted a soldier that was taking them to a 

castle. “ Freeze” He ran away and dropped 

them. “That was close!” they said in unison. 

They followed the soldier to the castle. 

What’s happening? They saw real gummy 

bears and singing lollipops. When they 

entered there was a treacherous, scary voice. 

“Who dares to enter the king of Candyland‘s 

castle?”  “We do, my highness and we want 

to go home” Braden declared. ” How did 

you get here?” the king asked.  “A daze of 

sleepiness sent us here”. “Oh, I see, you 

must be Braden, Josh, and Michael. I need 

to ask you something, Okay?” Braden 

replied.  “Can you please get me 50 pieces 

of candy?”  “Huh, okay.” They set out for 

the chocolate forests. “I see it “Josh said. 

They grabbed it. They ran all the way to the 

castle. “Thank you”. “You may go back 

home”. Swoosh! Magic dust surrounded 

them. “We’re home. I’m so glad”. “Well we 

now know Candyland is real!” Braden said. 

“I hope we go again.” Maybe we will.   



An Interview with 

Mrs. Ceddia 
Sabina  Petrucci & Olivia Abramowitz 

 

Q: What is your favorite animal? 

A: A Dog 

 

Q: What is your favorite color? 

A: Purple 

 

Q: What is your favorite food? 

A: Avocado, and Pumpkin 

 

Q: Why did you take the job at Seely Place? 

A: I like being around children, they make 

me happy!  

 

Q: Have you worked as secretaries before? 

If so where?  

A: Yes, I worked in the district office in 

Edgemont, in the special services 
department. 

 

Q: Do you like Seely so far?  

A: I love Seely! 

 

Q: Did you know Mrs. Silvestri before you 

started working here?  

A: No, we met here. 

 

Q: Do you have any kids? If so how many? 

A: 2 children, a 25-year-old girl and a 23-

year-old boy. 

 

Q: Have you made any kid-friends yet? If 

so, how many? 

A: Yes, maybe about 10.  

 

Q: Do you have any memories at Seely so 

far? If so what are they? Are they good ones 

or bad ones? 

A: Yes, good: Halloween.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

An Interview with  
Mrs.Silvestri 

   Sabina  Petrucci & Olivia Abramowitz 

 

Q: What is your favorite animal?  

A: A dolphin 

 

Q: What is your favorite color? 

A: Green 

 

Q: What is your favorite food? 

A: Chocolate chip cookies 

 

Q: Why did you take the job at Seely Place? 

A: Children make me happy here. I wanted 

to enjoy my job! 

 

Q: Have you worked as a secretary before?  

A: No 

 

Q: Do you like Seely so far? 

A: I am overjoyed!! 

 

Q: Did you know Mrs. Ceddia before you 

started working here? 

A: No! We met here! 

 

Q: Do you have any kids?  

A: 2 children, a girl (9), and a boy (8).  

 

Q: Have you made any kid- friends yet? If 

so, how many? 

A: Yes, maybe about 10. 

 

Q: Do you have any memories at Seely so 

far? If so what are they? Are they good ones 

or bad ones? 

A: Yes, good ones like Halloween.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Cool School Stories 

Juliana Lemin 

 

This is the first day of school! Oh sorry, I 

forgot to introduce myself. My name is Julie 

and I’m one of the girls who attend Cool 

School. I really like this diary and I probably 

will use it to write all the juicy stuff I know.  

Today I think I’m going to write a story 

about a boy who once climbed up the goal. 

His name is Stewart. 

  

When I was in 4th grade we had a very nice 

teacher who let us have extra recess at the 

end of school sometimes. The boys played 

soccer and the girls played different games 

in different groups, I was in one of them. 

Then Stewart started climbing up the goal. 

At first nobody noticed, but then… People 

saw it and stared. Fawn was the first one to 

react. Before I tell you let me say Fawn is a 

troublemaker. She jumped up with 

excitement and exclaimed “I want to do that 

too!” Fawn started running and just when 

she was about to start climbing… The 

teacher noticed and got mad. She said that a 

4th grader should know not to do that. 

Stewart and Fawn were very sad that they 

could not sit on top of the goal.  

 

I really hope you liked this story. This is the 

end of my first story. However, I’ll have 

plenty more, so keep on reading! Oh no! 

Now I need to get back to class.  

 

Bye diary!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
THE SECRET RELAM 

Sophie Xie 

 

The Secret of the Moonlight 

     Everyone who has come to Seely Place 

all agrees on one thing. The huge oak is 

beautiful. In the spring, many birds nest in 

it, so it sounds beautiful there. In the 

summer, it provides shade. In autumn, its 

leaves change to beautiful colors. Even in 

the winter it is beautiful, since once the 

snow covers it, it shines like a diamond 

when the sun hit it. 

     Little do they know, the tree hides a 

humongous secret. On the 29
th

 night in the 

second month of the year, when silver 

moonlight struck the 12
th

 branch on the tree, 

elves and fairies tumbled out, some on their 

bottoms, and some landed on their backs, 

while some had rolled out. The elves were 

all dressed in armor, and once they got back 

to their ranks, the commander shouted. “My 

Elven Friends! The moonlight has finally 

unlocked the door! We must find the Moon 

Monster and prevent his rise! All in favor?” 

“Aye!” the Elven Army shouted.  

     Meanwhile, the fairies had been shaking 

dirt off themselves.  The fairies, dressed in 

dresses made of different kinds of flower 

petals, red roses, pink cherry blossoms, 

white daisies and even tiny yellow tomato 

flowers, all those you see around Seely, had 

planned to fly in gracefully. When they were 

once again neat, the Beautiful Cherry 

Blossom began to speak, “We must capture 

the Moon Monster once again!” She handed 

out packets of wands, all exactly like their 

true wands, except these couldn’t work 

because they needed moonlight to polish 

them and needed the power of good choices. 

Sound familiar, right? Yes, it is the choice 

from “the choice is yours”, we hear every 

morning in school. 

     The Moon Monster had sniffed out the 

smell of moonlight, and headed in that 

direction from the depths of the dark 

forest… 



     Read more to find out WHAT happens 

next! 

                   To be continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The King of Pop  

                   Simona Gershik  

 

“If you wanna make the world a better 

place, take a look at yourself, and make that 

change,” -Michael Joseph Jackson. 

 

Michael Jackson was, and still is, a pop 

legend. By pop, I mean music. From ABC’s 

to Thriller, he did it all. Michael was able to 

choreograph all his dances, performances, 

and music videos. He set fashion trends, 

such as, his white socks and black shoes, 

and of course, his sparkly glove.  

“I’m happy to be alive, I’m happy to be who 

I am” -Michael Joseph Jackson 

Michael Jackson is so loved for his own 

personality, technique, and methods. He was 

the first person to make a music video, 

without only music. His Thriller video, was, 

and still is, one of the most unique, and 

creative music videos by a song artist. 

Michael Jackson also choreographed all his 

dances, and performances. On top of it all, 

he was the creator of the “moon walk”! 

Surely, Michael Jackson did not do things 

like everyone else, which made him unique, 

and special. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An Interview with  
Third Grade Teacher  

Mrs. Amoriello 
Beatrice Lytton, Rose Parsons & 

 Hayley West 
 
Have you heard of the extraordinary Mrs. Amoriello? 

We took the time to interview her and the results we 

got were pretty interesting. 

 

Q: What is Mrs.Amoriello’s favorite food? 

A: Mrs.Amoriello’s favorite food is pasta 

and she likes to get it at Arthur Ave. in the 

Bronx. 

 

Q: What is Mrs.Amoriello’s favorite color? 

A: Mrs.Amoriello’s favorite color is yellow. 

 

Q: Does Mrs.Amoriello have any kids? 

A: Yes, indeed she does, named Kailey and 

Maddie. 

 

Q: What is Mrs.Amoriello’s favorite dog? 

A: Mrs.Amoriello’s favorite dog is a Vizsla. 

 

Q: Why does Mrs. Amoriello like third 

grade? 

A: Mrs. Amoriello likes third grade because 

third grades are big and mature when she 

needs them to be and they are little when she 

likes them to be. 

 

Q: Does Mrs. Amoriello like the Magic T.V. 

better than the Smart Board. 

A: Mrs. Amoriello likes the Smart Board 

better than the Magic T.V. 

 

Q: What is Mrs.Amoriello’s favorite author? 

A: Mrs.Amoriello’s favorite author is 

Cynthia Rylant and Patricia Palocco. 

 

Q: How long has Mrs.Amoriello been 

teaching? 

A: Mrs. Amoriello has been teaching for 23 

years. 

 

 



The Time Machine 
 Haruto Nakajima 

 

One century from now three boys named 

Jack, Alex, and Max made a Time Machine. 

They were very smart kids and they wanted 

to have a pet dinosaur to themselves. That’s 

why they created the Time Machine. The 

problem was it could only go back in time 

100 years per hour. They also had to take a 

Shrink-O-Ray which was very heavy with 

them so they could shrink the dinosaur.  

 

It took them 11 hours and 11 trips. While 

they were at different time periods they ran 

into trouble. One time they landed on top of 

the Empire State Building. Another time 

they landed in a cavemen cave. They 

accidentally broke the Shrink-O-Ray when 

they landed in The Salt Lake in Salt Lake 

City. But they fixed it in a second because 

they memorized how to build it. When they 

finally reached the time of the dinosaur they 

hid the Time Machine in some bushes. 

Pretty soon they found a dinosaur and 

shrinked it easily. Now they were so happy. 

But the thing was they couldn’t find the 

Time Machine because they were so many 

bushes that looked the same. They worried 

that they had to stay in this time for the rest 

of their lives.  

 

They learned they were wrong the year after. 

They found the Time Machine in some 

bushes. They went back to their own time in 

the Time Machine. They showed everybody 

their inventions and their pet dinosaur and 

became really famous.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer of Giving 
Yashica Balasubramanian 

 “Can I borrow a pencil?” is the famous 

battle cry of kids who need school supplies. 

And that’s how this story started. In second 

grade, my classmate kept bugging me for a 

glue stick, pencil, eraser and one time, even 

a folder! It bothered me enough to ask her 

“Why do you borrow so much?”  The 

answer I received shocked me. 

My Girl Scout Troop is one of my biggest 

support systems, so I bought an idea to my 

sisters and asked if we could start a School 

Supply Drive. 

Guess what? They said yes! If it had not 

been for that one word, would I be writing 

this piece? 

An idea that was seeded in 2015, finally 

happened in 2017. I was so excited! The 

troop met one July evening and started 

brainstorming on the “how” part. We set a 

goal for 20 backpacks filled with school 

supplies and then talked about various 

fundraising ideas. We put up flyers 

requesting for donations. We started 

recycling plastic water bottles at Stop and 

Shop to get more cash. We also got a lot of 

donations from standing outside Stop and 

Shop and Sam’s Club. Some of my Girl 

Scout sisters set up something on the 

Internet too. My favorite part was when I 

had bins outside my house and I had to hold 

up a sign that said: HELP DONATE FOR 

THE KIDS IN NEED! Most people said 

“Give me the flier, I’ll try and come back 

tomorrow”. And they did. Other people just 

honked and drove away. But with the help 

of many many kind hearts and souls, the bin 

was soon overflowing with folders, pencils, 

markers and much more. There was just one 

thing missing- backpacks. 

One day, as I was lazily watching TV, I got 

the surprise of my life! My mother’s work 

donated 50 backpacks!!That was way more 



than our goal!  I quickly contacted my troop 

and we set up a date to meet and fill the 

bags. 

Funny enough, one summer afternoon, the 

rain washed away the chalk on our ad-board 

and that night someone took our board! 

*Sigh*. But hey, who knows? Maybe that 

someone needed that board more than I did! 

Filling the bags was HARD WORK! We got 

a late donation of colored pencils that held 

us up. Then we had to make sure each and 

every supply was in the bag. It wouldn’t be 

right if someone got a bag without a box of 

crayons or missed an eraser. But then, I 

really don’t know how we managed to fit a 

tissue box in there! 

We dropped off the bags at the Lois Bronz 

Children Center, Greenburgh. The smiles on 

the kids’ faces when they saw the bags, is 

one of my favorite memory. Many said 

“Thank you” to our troop. 

The cherry on top was an invitation from the 

Town Supervisor, Paul Feiner. We were 

each presented with certificates and had our 

picture taken with him.  He asked us what 

we learnt from this event. Our troop 

answered, “We should be grateful for what 

we have and remember, ‘No matter how 

tough you think your life is there’s always 

someone who has to face challenges that are 

even tougher than yours!”’ 

I never knew such a small idea could turn 

into a major movement. But it did, and I’m 

proud we “Helped Kids Learn, One 

Backpack at a Time!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       
                                                  

 

 

 

 

 
Adventures of Charlie 

Maddie Margulis-Ohnuma & Naomi Jeske 

 

   Once there lived a young marshmallow 

named Charlie. He lived a quiet life in a 

quiet village of marshmallows, in s’more 

world. In s’more world, there were three 

types of people. Marshmallows, graham 

crackers, and chocolate bars. Well, as I was 

saying, he lived a quiet life in his little, quiet 

village—that is, until the day of the big 

decision.  

   One day, when Charlie came home from 

s’more school and started on his homework, 

he decided to ask his two mean, big, and 

scary aunts, Squish and Snap, a question that 

would either lead to glory or doom. Most 

likely doom, but it was worth a try. So when 

he was done with his homework, he decided 

that it was time to follow his dream of going 

to England: sailing across the great blue sea, 

and finally reaching his destination! So he 

got up from the table, and went upstairs to 

face his aunts. 

   He knocked on the green door and went in, 

before he lost his courage. 



    “Aunt Squish?” he asked timidly.              

“May I ask you something?”            

   “You just did,” she replied.  

   “Another thing then?” Charlie asked. 

     “Oh alright, but hurry up with it. We 

don't have all day. My yoga class is starting 

in… OH! Just started, so hurry now.”   

   “I was just wondering,” Charlie began, 

“If maybe, just maybe… we could take a 

short trip to England?” he asked, hopefully. 

   “No sirree,” replied his aunt Snap, pulling 

a knot out of Squish’s hair. “Ouchies!” 

squealed aunt Squish.  

   Aunt Snap continued, “Not until you are 

done with your community service garbage 

patrol jobs. And trust me when I tell you 

this,” she went on, “That won’t be for a 

very, very long time! Isn’t that splendid?” 

   “Oh, all right then,” Charlie said, hanging 

his head, and walked slowly out of the 

room, closing the green door behind him. 

   Once he got downstairs where his aunts 

couldn’t hear him, he bolted to the phone to 

call his best friend Crack. (If you haven’t 

noticed by our clever wordplay, Crack is a 

graham cracker ☺.) He dialed the number 

fast as lightning and held the phone to his 

ear.  

   “Hello? Hello?” he said into the receiver.  

   “Hello?” asked an excited voice from the 

phone. “Is this the S.A.W.S.?” 

   “The what?” Exclaimed Charlie from the 

other end. 

   “Oh, it’s just you,” Crack said, a little 

downheartedly. 

   “Um, are you unhappy to hear from me or 

something?” Charlie asked 

   “No, no, I just wish I would finally get an 

acceptance call or something from 

S.A.W.S.” 

   “What even is this ‘saws’ that has you so 

excited?” asked Charlie, “is it like the kind 

of saws my father uses at work?” 

   “Not saws, silly, S.A.W.S.! S’mores At 

Work in Science, the school of my 

dreams!” answered Crack.  

   “Anyways, what’s up? What’s the 

unexpected call for?”  

   “Um…well,” began Charlie, “Maybe I 

should tell you in person.” 

   “Be right over there then!” hollered 

Crack, and hung up the phone. 

   Charlie sighed, and sat down on the 

couch to wait for Crack. 

 

(To be continued in later Seely Signatures) 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

Lonely Soul 
Kyra Montgomery 

 
The love of a lonely soul,  

full of secrets and mysterious midnights- 

drawn out of the darkness.  

With cool, damp mist, 

landing on the bristles of your hair. 

From hills thick with black oats 

valleys riddled with riddles- 

Mazes shaped with paths. 

That love is sharper than a word of this- 

Each sentence draws away words.  

The love of a lonely soul, 

can eat you up all the better.  
 

 

 

Interview with Music Teacher 

Mrs. Woltersdorf 
                       Richa Patil  

 

Q: Why did you decide to become a music 

teacher? 

A: I have always wanted to sing since I was 

very little. When I was in Elementary school 



I wanted to be an opera singer. But it wasn’t 

until high school that I liked to teach my 

friends music and song. 

 

Q: What would you have chosen for a job if 

you could not have been a music teacher? 

A: If I wasn’t a music teacher I wanted to be 

a Broadway Actress. 

 

Q: What is your favorite part of being a 

music teacher? 

A: My favorite part is seeing my students 

get really excited right before we sing a song 

that they love. 

 

Q: Do you play an instrument other than 

piano? If so what is it? Do you want to learn 

some other instrument? If so what is it? 

A: Yes guitar and piano are my best 

instruments. I also want to learn the harp. 

 

Q: Where did you work before coming to 

Seely Place? 

A: Putnam Valley Middle School teaching 

chorus for 5
th

-8
th 

graders and Coman Hill 

Elementary School teaching music to 

Kindergarten-2
nd

 graders. 

 

Q: What do like to do in your free time? 

A: I like to relax by my lake, perform and 

sing, and go camping. 

 

Q: What is the hardest job of being a music 

teacher? 

A: I think the hardest part is finding songs 

that everyone will enjoy and it is difficult for 

me to choose a small group of students for 

All-County chorus when so many are 

talented and finally to remember every kid’s 

name. 

 

Q: What is your favorite piece of music? 

A: I don’t exactly have one but I do enjoy 

listening to songs from musicals. 

 

Q: Who is your favorite composer? 

A: My favorite composer is Johann 

Sebastian Bach. 

Q: What advice would you give to a kid 

who is just starting to learn music? 

A: Practice a lot and every day, listen to 

music you love, listen to music whenever 

you can, and listen to different types of 

music. 
 

 

 

Halloween 2017 
Jonas Im 

 

 

 

 

Hilarious Tales from 
  the Naughty Pets 
     Michael Stoica 
Hi! My name is Unicorn, and I am a 

cat. By the way, my owners are the weirdest 

people on Earth. First of all, who names 

their pet cat Unicorn? Second of all, I don’t 

even look like a unicorn. I am completely 

covered in jet-black fur. So I don’t get 

extremely bored, I like to play tricks on my 

owners. 

Today, I will break their piano. Once 

my owners leave to go to work, I jump on 

the kitchen counter. Then, I grab an empty 



bowl and fill it with water. The process is 

very difficult, because in order to fill the 

bowl with water, I have to jump in the sink 

and turn on the faucet (during this process I 

get wet. Ahh!). After I fill the bowl I 

carefully slide the bowl with a ramp that 

leads to the floor and drag it to the piano. 

Then, I pour the water on the keys. My plan 

worked! Now, the piano will break down 

because if water contacts with a piano, it’s 

doom for the piano. Ha, ha! No more 

Beethoven’s music for me! 

“Hey Sparky, I have an idea. Do you 

want to help me drive a car?’’, my friend 

Marty asks me. “Yeah, sure. As long as it’s 

fun, I’m in with it!”, I reply. By the way, 

Marty and I are both dogs and we live in the 

same house. “I’ll go get the keys.”, Marty 

says. When he comes back, I say, “In order 

to drive a car, you need to be inside it.” 

“Really, I thought you had to put them on a 

leash and force them to move!” Marty 

exclaims. “No way, Marty, do you know 

anything about cars?”, I ask. “Okay, Marty, 

first we need to open the car door. In order 

to do that, you need to stand on your hind 

legs. I will climb on you, then reach for the 

handle and I will open the car door.” I 

explain to Marty. 

 Once I open the car door, I say, 

“Marty, now that we are inside the car, in 

order drive it, you have to push the keys in 

this place.” “Now, you sit over there next to 

the wheel. Whenever you want to turn 

directions, you rotate the wheel in the 

direction you want to turn the car. Then, the 

car will turn. When you want the car to stop, 

scream stop and I will be below to hit the 

brake. Got it?”, I say. 

“Yeah.”, replies Marty. “OK, then, if 

you‘re ready.”, I say. I push the acceleration 

thing and the car speeds like crazy!  

“This is so fun!”, exclaims Marty. 

“Stop!”, he cries. I push the brake, or at least 

what I think is the brake. The car goes even 

faster! “Oopsie, my mistake!”, I say. 

I push on the brake and the car 

screeches so loudly I think the tires caught 

on fire! “The tires are on fire!”, cries Marty. 

I push open the car door and jump down 

with Marty. “We are in big trouble!”, we 

both say in unison.  

Yay! It’s Pets Swap With Owners 

Day! I am a groundhog, so my brother, my 

friend Scout (he is a golden retriever dog), 

my other friend Carrot the rabbit, my other 

friend Sam the cat, and I will dress up in my 

owner’s clothes and go to his workplace. I 

wake up all of a sudden at 5:00 A.M 

Suddenly, Sam and Carrot pop out of the 

window. “Hi!”, I say. I wake up my brother 

and he helps me get our owner’s clothes 

from his closet. 

When we get back to our cages, 

Scout appears, by squeezing through an air-

vent! “That is how you came in our house?”, 

I ask him.  

“Hey, don’t judge, I couldn’t jump in 

through the window, I couldn’t open the 

door, that was my only way to get here!”, he 

replies. 

“Okay, now we have to figure out a 

way to get in these clothes.”, I say.  

“Ooh, I have an idea! Scout, you 

should put on that shirt, blazer, and tie. 

Here, I’ll help you.”, says Sam. Once they 

get the job accomplished, Carrot says,  

“In order to keep the pants together 

with the shirt, someone needs to hold them 

from the inside. I’ll do that. Also, do you see 

those poles over there? Well, you Martin, 

and your brother have to hold those poles. 

Whenever you need to walk, one of you lifts 

the poles. Sam, you will be our eyes. 

Whenever Martin and his brother need to lift 

the poles, you tell them ‘lift’. Now, we need 

to tape the shoes to the pole.” 

Once the shoes are taped to the 

poles, I say, “Wait. I have three voice 

recorders. They are very small, so all of 

them can fit in your mouth, Scout. Here, 

stick this one on the right side of your 

mouth. When you gently bite it, it says 

‘Why, thank you.’ This one says, ‘Good 

Morning’. And the last one says, ‘May I be 

excused?’. Whenever you need to say 



something like that, you bite on the one you 

need to use. Got it?” 

 Once everyone gets inside the 

clothes, we slowly walk to the train station. 

Once we get in the train, we have difficulty 

sitting down in the train, but we manage. 

Then, we walk to my owner’s workplace. 

When somebody whispers, “Today, Dylan’s 

breath smells like sausage!”, Scout bites the 

recorder that says, ‘Why, thank you!’ Then 

we go in my owner’s office and try to type 

on the computer. It actually worked! 

 At 7:00 p.m, we arrived home. I 

immediately fall asleep, exhausted from the 

day. But I am so happy that nothing went 

wrong! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall  
 Yihan Qin 

 

At the end of fall, fall calls to winter, “Get 

Ready!” 

The days get colder and colder. 

As the days get colder, fall gets sleepy. 

Trees dance and sway like Prima Ballerinas. 

Fall turns off the bright daytime light and 

plunges the world into darkness.  

Fall dresses herself with leaves crumbled 

and dying. 

Fall is finally pushed away by winter. 

Fall is laughing along with boys and girls 

playing in the sweet cool wind. 

Fall wind is very cold, yet has a very breezy 

feeling. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Fall Drawing 
Sophia Woo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Seely Place Readers: 

 

Happy Fall!!! This is our first edition 

of the Seely Signature for the school 

year, 2017-2018. We are so excited to 

begin the year with such a talented 

group of writers, photographers, poets, 

and artists, among other talents!   

 

This edition included stories, journal 

writing, poetry and a comic! Did you 

see Sophia’s Fall drawing? Thank you 

to our interviewers for helping us 

know more about the 2 new office 

secretaries, Ms. Ceddia and Ms. 

Silvestri. And did you know that a 

Seely Girl Scout troop was collecting 

school supplies for other kids?  

 

Welcome to our current 4th graders 

who are beginning to contribute to our 

newsletter! It is so nice to have you on 

board. Keep on writing, taking photos, 

designing comics and writing travel 

journals to share with our Seely Place 

readers. The comics are great, the 

short stories are creative, and we had 

a terrific response using our Google 

Classroom format. 

 

We would also like to say thank you to 

each of our young writers’ and artists’ 

families who encourage their 

youngsters to participate in this 

activity at home each year.  

 

Remember…join us in February if you 

are a Fourth, Fifth or Sixth grader 

interested in writing an article or 

contributing a comic or sketch. Have a 

wonderful Thanksgiving holiday!  

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Seely Signature Staff for the 

Fall Edition: 

Lucas Destefanis, Nathaniel Hwang, 

Zachary Dennison, Olivia Abramowitz 

Hannah Manasse, Serena Ke,  

Naa Larsey-Adjei, Sabina Petrucci, 

Juliana Lemin, Sophie Xie,  

Simona Gershik, Beatrice Lytton, Rose 

Parsons, Hayley West,  

Haruto Nakajima,  

Yashica Balasubramanian,  

Maddie Margulis-Ohnuma,  

Naomi Jeske, Kyra Montgomery, Richa 

Patil, Jonas Im, Sophia Woo,   

Michael Stoica, and Yihan Qin 

 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Borella and 

Dr. Deborah Mumford 

Newsletter Advisors 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


