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Imagine  

                       Hannah Manasse  

’’Imagine you were in a candy 
land with a candy man,  
Imagine you wanted a cat, 
but your parents gave you 
a hat. Imagine you could 
fly, but someone never 
told you why?’’ said 13 year 
old  Mandy to her sister. 
Mandy's sister was named 
Marianna, (she had a big 
imagination) and that was 
her favorite rhyme. They 
also had 4 more sisters 
and  3 more brothers. 
With one dad a manatee  
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(Hollah) and a platypus 
(Unini). Did I mention a  
Dolphin (Leia)and a dog 
named Brownie. They had 
a big family. One day 
Marianna decided to run 
away from home. So, she  
crept into the woods. The 
main reason she did this 
because in her favorite 
rhyme it said ‘’ Imagine you 
could  fly, but someone 
never told you why’’. So 
she went into the forest 
to hide from flying away. 
She heard the pitter 
patter of feet. ‘’AHHHHH’’ 
she screamed. It 
was…………………………………….dun dun 
dun! (BECOMING A BOOK SOON) 
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No Homework! 
Haruto Nakajima 

 
Once there was a boy 

whose name was Jack. He went 
to school and had a regular day 
until the end of the day. His 
teacher surprised them with a 
no homework day. He and his 
classmates were so happy. Once 
he was home he did something he 
loved to do but had no time to 
do. It was to draw comic books! 
And what a surprise he had. 

So he drew comic books 
and told his baby sister that 
there was nothing better than 
comic books even though she 
was three. He made up a really 
good story. But then he made a 
mistake and he got so mad that 
he threw it to the ground and 
jumped on it. Instead of jumping 
on it he went threw the paper 
and found himself in his own 
story. He was so sad that he 
didn’t know where he was so he 
started crying. It was a big 
mistake. That made a big bear 
find him and tried to eat him.  He 
finally realized that he was in his 
own story and the only way to 
get out was to reach the end of 

the story. He had one problem 
though. The problem was the 
mistake he made. He drew a 
weird looking dragon instead of 
a crocodile. He thought about 
what to do but, after awhile he 
didn’t know what to do so he 
moved forward. He outsmarted 
all the animals he faced because 
he knew what to do. He faced 
tigers, lions, chipmunks, sharks, 
bear, and much, much more. 
Finally he reached the part of 
the dragon. He had a sword and 
a shield because he earned it. 
The fight lasted for one day and 
finally Jack defeated the dragon. 
The fight was epic. The dragon 
and Jack kept on stabbing each 
other. Boom! Pow! Kaboom! Shing! 
And finally he was at the end of 
the story. 

He returned to his normal 
life. Then he realized something. 
His comic book was different. It 
was about the adventure he had 
inthe story. “Time for Dinner” His 
mother called. “Phew” I just got 
back in time. He showed it to his 
teacher and then it became 
famous all over the world. But 
no one knew it was actually his 
own adventure.. 
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The Depths of the Dark 

Kyra Montgomery 
 
Certain dark things 
should be loved, 
in secret, 
Between the shadow 
and the soul 
When they go away, 
you must let go. 
To let go is not to deny, 
But to accept.  
Beautiful things happen with 
darkness. 
 

 Book Review  
The Lion, The Witch and 

The Wardrobe   
By C.S. Lewis 
  Serena Ke  

 
The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe is about 4 children, 
Lucy, Edmund, Susan, and Peter 
exploring a magical world called 
the land of Narnia. Lucy 

discovers the magic wardrobe 
portal. At first, the others don’t 
believe her, but soon the children 
are meeting Aslan, a lion also 
known as King of Narnia and 
they are discovering magic. This 
ends with the children being the 
kings and queens of Narnia. 
 
The cover brings me interest 
into reading it. The front cover 
expresses sorrow and hope. 
There are very detailed pictures 
in the book. It is fun to imagine 
what is happening in the book. I 
can visualize Lucy trying hard to 
persuade her brothers and 
sister with tears that the 
wardrobe is a portal to Narnia. 
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Charlie’s Problem  
Maddie Margulis-Ohnuma & 

 Naomi Jeske 
 

Crack rushed over as fast as 
he could. He was bursting with 
excitement, because he had an 
idea, a solution, to Charlie’s 
problem. “ I have a brilliant 
beyond brilliant idea!” he said. 

“Tell me tell me” Charlie 
exclaimed. 

“ Ok listen” said Crack. 
“ I’m all ears” 
 “ No, you’re all fluff’” he 

wined. 
“Whatever,” said Charlie 

“What’s the plan?” 
“I forgot” he confessed. 

“Oh wait, now I remember, we’ll 
write a book! Wait, that can’t be 
it, That’s dumb. Ahh, I remember, 
you know how you have to do 
the cleaning up litter thing? Well, 
we should build a… drum roll 
please… JETPACK THAT RUNS 
ON LITTER! We’ll fly across the 
Sugario Ocean, and reach the 
beautiful land of, what was it 
again? Montreal, Israel, Spain?” 

“Engla-” 

“England, right, why didn’t 
you just say that? Marshmallows 
these days!” 

“Ok, I like the idea, but 
how?”  

“Simply catch a jet with a 
fishing pole, and put it in a 
backpack along with all the litter 
we can get.  Light the litter, and 
we’re off! A nice big backpack 
will do, preferably pink with blue 
polka dots, and don't forget the 
oran-” 

“Okay okay we get it 
Crack, take a chill pill ” Charlie 
interrupted. The fishing pole was 
made of bamboo, and found in 
the gingerage, (the human 
‘garage’), and Charlie’s 
gingerbread house-garage. The 
litter was everywhere, obviously, 
and the backpack was at the 
dollar tree. They rounded up 
their supplies, and.... BAM, it 
worked! If you believed that, 
you’re really gullible. Charlie and 
Crack tried again and again to 
light the litter and get the 
jetpack going, but nothing 
happened , unless you count 
having Charlie’s backside turn a 
little extra golden brown.  
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“Well that didn’t work,” 
groaned Charlie. 

“It sure didn’t, but I’ve got 
another idea!”  

“Oh no, not another one of 
those! Ok, fine, I’m listening.” 

Crack began by saying, 
“You ever want to ride a unicorn 
Charlie?” 

“Of course not! Oh alright, 
maybe a little.” 

“Well, we could find one 
that could swim and ride it all the 
way across the Sugario Ocean!” 

“Ok great, let’s go unicorn 
hunting!” exclaimed Charlie. 

So off they went into the 
great Sugar Cane Forest, to 
find a unicorn that could swim! 

They hid behind a big 
bolder, and waited, and waited, 
and waited some more. Finally, 
finally, they saw a wisp of 
rainbow hair! With a swish they 
caught it in their net, and to 
England they went and lived 
happily ever after! If you 
believed that, you’re so gullible 
your just downright silly! What 
actually happened was this. They 
waited behind the bolder. They 
waited some more. They waited 
some more. And some more. And 

some more. And ten times more. 
They waited and waited, all the 
way till midnight, but still, no luck.  

Charlie exclaimed, “this is 
silly, let’s just go home!”  

“Yes, I agree, this is kind of 
silly, but… wait for it, I’ve got one 
more idea!” 

“Oh no, not another one!” 
moaned Charlie. 

 

 
 
 

Winter 
Nathaniel Hwang 

 
Soft flakes sprinkle to the 

ground. 
As kids jump up and down with 

glee,  
 for the weather outside is 

white, fluffy snow. 
As children hop into snow gear, 
their minds can’t get off this 
one thought, IT’S A SNOW DAY, 

I’M FREE NO SCHOOL! 
But for people who play 

instruments,  
that means you can practice and 
get better on your instrument. 

Yippee/Ugh practicing.  
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(depends what type of person 
you are) 

But  there is always fun for 
everyone, skiing and  

snowboarding down mountains, 
sledding down hills,    and 

skating on frozen lakes or 
ponds.  

As children lie down on the soft 
cushion to make snow angels in 

the freezing weather. 
But of course no one can 
forget the wonderful thing 

called snowball fights! 
As soft wet balls of snow are 

exchanged,  
 After a morning of fun it is 

time to shovel the snow.  
Some backbreaking grueling 

work. Something that is not fun 
for anyone.  

As you sip hot cocoa you think 
what a snow day I had today. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Camp Thunderstorm 
Richa Patil 

 
The campfire ends then  
Crash flash splash 
the sound of thunder ringing in 
my ears 
the sky crackles and crashes  
as the rain falls 
drip  drop pitter patter 
we sprint to our cabin  
stopping only for shelter  
the rain falls soaking  
our shirts and shorts 
we are getting more drenched 
by the minute 
as we walk rain splattering us  
until finally we get to our cabin 
safe but drenched. 
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My Collection of Poems! 
      Yashica Balasubramanian 
 
Poem 1-   My Brain  
My brain is the best part of me 
It helps me feel, hear, and see. 
My brain is like a working bee. 
That’s why it’s the best of me! 
 
My brain needs an assistant, 
 It’s called the spinal cord.  
It sends messages and records 
If my body is ever lazy or bored 
  
It’s pink 
And pink helps me think, 
But if you say it’s blue, 
You ain’t got a clue! 
 
Now listen here. 
I have a little story to tell. 
The night before the test I 
studied 
And I would’ve failed if my brain 
wasn’t well! 
 
But wait… I PASSED! 
All thanks to my brain 
And since there’s no brain like 
mine,  
That’s why I call it fine! 
 
 

Poem 2- Cat   
Cat, cat, you are so fat 
                You live WITH a bat 
and live LIKE a rat 
                 You sat on a hat 
which was on a mat 
                 Cat, cat, you are 
so fat! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Poem 3-  P is for Piano! 
            The important thing 
about a piano is that 
                I could play it to 
make people happy 
           It’s as black as a dark 
night and as white as a ghost 
                    It has a tint of 
gold and a dash of red 
           It’s also made of wood, 
plastic and some ringing strings 
                    But who knew 
wood could sound so good? 
          It has pedals that are 
made of metal and they do many 
things 
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                    One echos while 
the other muffles 
         Hands slide across the 
keys and make a sweet sound 
                    But don’t mess 
up while playing! 
        You can read notes to 
play or make up your own tune 
                  All the same, a 
piano is AWESOME!!!!!! 
        But the important thing 
about a piano is that 
                   I can play it to 
make people happy! 
 
 Poem 4- A Bird’s Story 
  
                  I am a bird!  
                  And I live with my 
herd (or flock) 
                  But one day was 
strange to me, 
                  What is it, don’t 
you see? 
                 My eyes adjusted 
to the light 
                 And then I 
prepared to take flight 
                But when I saw 
bars around me 
                I knew where I 
could be! 
  

                You shouldn’t take 
me from my home 
                For it is where I 
have grown 
                You should see me 
in the trees, 
                 And that is where 
I need to be!  

 

 
 

Poem 5- How Fast Should a Train 
Go? 
 
               Oh train, you go so 
fast! 
               But slow down, I 
don’t want to be stuck in the 
past 
               You may go down 
the drain 
               Slow down train! 
 

 

8 

 



 

Poem 6- Winter’s Gate to Spring! 
 
                 Winter is finally 
near 
                  I can’t wait to 
build a snowman over here! 
                  But when it gets 
windy and cold, 
                  I have a hat to 
hold… 
 
                  But have I waited 
for nothing?  
                  For I was 
expecting snow or something. 
                  I wanted to have 
a snowball fight 
                  And I’ll fight with 
all my might! 
 
                 Oh wait! Has that 
time gone? 
                 Because I see 
flowers instead of snow, 
                 But now I know.. 
That winter is finally gone! 
                 April showers “ 
may” bring flowers! 
 
 
Read more poems in the Spring Edition! 
 
 
 

Book Review   

Keeper of the Lost Cities  
By: Shannon Messenger 

Nathaniel Hwang 
 

The Book Series Keeper of the 
Lost Cities is about a twelve 
year old named Sophie Foster 
who has a secret. She is a 
Telepath - someone who hears 
the thoughts around her. It’s a 
power/talent  she doesn’t know 
how to explain. Suddenly 
everything changes for her 
when she meets Fitz, a 
mysterious boy who appears out 
of nowhere and also reads 
minds. She soon realizes that she 
doesn’t belong and that staying 
with her family will put them in 
grave danger. She is forced to 
leave everything behind and start 
a new life in a place that is a 
really different place far from 
anything that she has ever 
known. Sophie has to learn new 
skills to master.  But not 
everyone is happy that she has 
come “home.”  But something she 
doesn’t know is that there are 
secrets buried in Sophie’s 
memory - secrets about who 
she is and why she was hiding 
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with humans. Information that 
others desperately want. They 
would even kill for it ! If you 
want to know what happens to 
Sophie then read the book 
Keeper of the Lost Cities by: 
Shannon Messenger. 
 I would recommend this book to 
anyone who likes adventure and 
fantasy. A must read for all 
readers alike. It is one that will 
hook you up in a few pages and 
make you craving for the next.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

An Interview with  
Physical Education 

Teacher 
Ms.Robinson 

Yihan Qin 
 
Q: How do you feel about having 
us run the mile? 
A: I think it is important to 
challenge children individually with 
their own fitness capacity. It is a 
great learning experience.  
 
Q: Do you think it matters how 
fast we run? 
A: No. It is all about effort and I 
just want everyone to try their 
best. Everyone is on their own 
fitness journey.  
 
Q: Do you like teaching P.E.?  
A: I LOVE teaching P.E. and 
watching my students grow in 
the classroom. 
 
Q: How long have you been 
teaching P.E.? 
A: I have been teaching for 
eleven years. 
 
Q: What is your favorite sport? 
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A: My favorite sport to play is 
lacrosse. But, my favorite sport 
to watch is baseball. 
Q: Do you have any children? If 
so, how many? Do they play as 
many sports as you do? 
A: I do not have any children, but 
I do have two dogs that I take to 
the park. 
 
Q: Why do think it is important 
to have physical education? 
A: I think physical; education is 
SO important because it helps 
ones body to stay healthy and 
strong. 
 
Q: Have you only taught at Seely 
Place or have you ever taught 
somewhere else? 
A: I taught at the Edgemont 
Junior-Senior High School for 4 
years. 
 
Q: Do you have any siblings? If 
so, how many? What are their 
names? 
A: I have two sisters. Jennifer 
and Chelsea. I am the middle child. 
 
Q: Do different grade levels 
have different units? 

A: No, they don’t have different 
units throughout the year. But, 
the units might change from 
year to year. 
Q: Why do most people in the 
school start P.E. with you in 
fourth grade? Why not 
Kindergarten through third 
grade?  
A: That is a good question. It just 
worked out that way. 
 
Q: Is there a certain student or 
class that you like? Or do you 
not have one? 
A: I love teaching all of my 
students. I really enjoy teaching 
most of my students four 
years in a row because I get to 
watch them grow over the 
years. 
 
Q: What was the first sport the 
you ever played? 
A: Competitive gymnastics. 
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The Secret Realm 
        Sophie Xie 

 
The Fierce Battle... 
As the Moon Monster 
slowly traced the trail 
of moonlight for his 
revenge, the fairies 
and elves were getting 
ready for battle. The 
elves were practicing 
their combat 
exercises, and the 
fairies were fluttering 
about, ready to alert 
the elves the second 
the Moon Monster 
arrived. 
Soon the Moon 
Monster arrived, and 
roared with malicious 
delight. Charging in, he 
tore at the elves. 
Caught by surprise, 
many of the elves 
perished into moonlight. 
The fairies flew 
about, placing hexes on 
the Moon Monster 

that seemed to just 
bound back and hex 
the fairy that sent 
them. It seemed that 
the fairies and elves 
were losing! 
Still remember where 
the power comes 
from? The fairies and 
elves get power when 
the children at Seely 
Place make good 
choices, and the Moon 
Monster gets power 
when the children 
make bad choices. 
Because of some bad 
choices the children 
made, the Moon 
Monster was 
powerful at that time. 
Finally, when the Moon 
Monster was satisfied, 
he walked away, 
leaving a trail of 
destruction behind him. 
The remaining elves 
and fairies soberly 
cleaned up the mess. 
Actually, even before 
the battle had started, 
they were losing. How 
were they supposed 
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to save the entire 
world from such a 
formidable monster? 
Calling for 
reinforcements from 
their world, they 
buried the dead bodies 
of their companions. 
All of a sudden, they 
heard someone 
crashing through the 
forest surrounding 
the clearing. What was 
it? It turned out that 
all that sound was 
caused by an elf who 
went chasing after 
the Moon Monster. 
“What did you see?” all 
of the elves and 
fairies asked him. He 
answered, “The Moon 
Monster has been 
gathering an army of 
villains that we have 
defeated in the past. 
All of them want 
revenge, which makes 
the Moon Monster 
more powerful.” 
The elf continued: “At 
Seely Place, all the 
children were told to 

make  good choices, 
and  if they keep 
making bad choices, it 
is said that the Moon 
Monster would take 
over the world, and all 
of us would be 
imprisoned in the 
moon.”  
Very soon a fairy 
wrote an emergency 
letter to the principal 
of Seely Place and 
asked for help. And 
the principal reminded 
the children during the 
morning announcement 
to make good choices 
every school day. So, 
from that day on, 
most of the time the 
children made good 
choices, except that 
sometimes they made 
bad ones… 

 
To be continued… 
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An Interview with the 
Second Grade Teacher 

Ms.Fox  
Hannah Manasse 

 
Q: How long have you been a 
teacher? What grades have you 
taught? 
A: I have taught more than 30 
years. I taught Kindergarten 
through high school.  
 
Q : What made you want to 
become a teacher? 
A: I was working at a law firm 
and someone told me I should try 
teaching. So I applied and got 
hired. 
 
Q: What is your favorite color? 
A: I don’t really have a favorite 
color but I guess I like blue and 
green the best. 
 
Q: What is your favorite word? 

A: My favorite word is “cake.” 
 
Q: What is your favorite 
accessory? 
A: My favorite accessory are 
rings.  
 
Q: What is your favorite animal? 
When did you start liking it? 
A: The fox has been my favorite 
animal since the day I was born. 
Only to admire though; not as a 
pet. 
 
Q: What is your favorite book? 
Why do you like it? 
A: Lord of the Rings. I like the 
imagination and it’s a story about 
friendship and loyalty.  
 
Q: What is your favorite movie?  
A: My favorite movie is Star 
Wars. I’ve seen it 13 times. 
 
Q: Who is your favorite singer? 
What is your favorite song? 
A: My favorite singer is Shawn 
Colvin. My favorite song is 
called Round of Blues. 
 
Q: What is your favorite 
activity? 
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A: I love to cook and play music.  
 
 I hope you enjoyed learning about the 

awesome Ms. Fox!! 
 

 
 

Dear Seely Place Readers: 
  

Brrrr...!!! It sure has been a chilly 
winter! This is our second edition 
of the Seely Signature for the 
school year, 2017-2018. These 
cold days are perfect for 
curling up with a warm blanket 
and reading the wonderful 
articles and poems in our Winter 
newsletter!  

  
This edition included fun and 
enchanted stories, nature poems, 
book reviews, and interviews! Did 
you know that Ms. Robinson has 
dogs? Did you know that Ms. Fox 
loves to cook? Thank you to 
our interviewers for helping us 
know more about these amazing 
teachers.  

  
Thanks fourth graders for 
joining our merry band!  Our 
newsletter is a fun way to 
practice writing, taking photos, 
designing comics and writing 

travel journals to share with our 
Seely Place readers using our 
Google Classroom format. 

  
We would also like to say thank 
you to each of our young 
writers’ and artists’ families who 
encourage their youngsters to 
participate in this activity at 
home each year. 

  
Remember…join us in May if you 
are a Fourth, Fifth or Sixth 
grader interested in writing an 
article or contributing a comic 
or sketch. Hope spring comes 
soon! 

  
Sincerely, 

  
The Seely Signature Staff for 

the Winter Edition: 

 Hannah Manasse, Haruto 

 Nakajima, Kyra Montgomery,  

 Serena Ke,  

 Maddie Margulis-Ohnuma, 

 Naomi Jeske, Nathaniel Hwang,  

 Richa Patil,  

 Yashica Balasubramanian,  

 Yihan Qin, and Sophie Xie.  
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 Mrs. Jennifer Borella & 

          Dr. Deborah Mumford 

Newsletter Advisors   
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